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Bear Went a Fishin’
By Elizabeth O. Dulemba


Bear went a fishin’ and he did stride, uh-huh.


Bear went a fishin’ and he did stride, uh-huh.


Bear went a fishin’ and he did stride, with a rod and a basket by his side, uh-huh.


Bear strode down to the water’s edge, uh-huh.


Bear strode down to the water’s edge, uh-huh.


Bear strode down to the water’s edge, sat right down and stretched his legs, uh-huh.


Dropped his line with Worm tied on, uh-huh.


Dropped his line with Worm tied on, uh-huh.


Dropped his line with Worm tied on, leaned back to enjoy the sun, uh-huh.


Worm did wriggle on that hook, uh-huh.


Worm did wriggle on that hook, uh-huh.


Worm did wriggle on that hook, ‘til a fish swam in for a closer look, uh-huh.


Tug, tug went the fishing line, uh-huh.


Tug, tug went the fishing line, uh-huh.


Tug, tug went the fishing line. Bear wound up to check that sign, uh-huh.


Worm asked, “Is it time for lunch?” Uh-huh 


Worm asked, “Is it time for lunch?” Uh-huh


Worm asked, “Is it time for lunch? I’ve made a friend who’d like to munch.” Uh-huh.


Bear pulled out his lunch basket, uh-huh.


Bear pulled out his lunch basket, uh-huh.


Bear pulled out his lunch basket, put a picnic out on his jacket, uh-huh.


Bear, Worm, and Fish enjoyed that day, uh-huh.


Bear, Worm, and Fish enjoyed that day, uh-huh.


Bear, Worm, and Fish enjoyed that day, promised to do it again someday, uh-huh.

the end

Various versions:

Frog Went A-Courtin’ by John Langstaff, illustrated by Feodor Rojankovsky, Harcourt 1955, Caldecott Medal

Burl Ives, Mr. Froggie Went A-Courtin’: <http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bXhO0fitW7A>

Wikipedia: <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frog_Went_A-Courting> Folk song dated back to 1611

Original text written by unknown, copyright unknown

The Woody Guthrie version says “hey-hey” at the end of each line

The Bob Dylan version says “uh-huh” at the end of each line: <http://www.azlyrics.com/lyrics/bobdylan/froggiewentacourtin.html>

Jimmy Rodgers version is fun: <http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VkMQQCCFaCo#t=98>

How to play Froggie Went a-Courtin’: <http://www.cowboylyrics.com/tabs/traditional/froggie-went-a-courtin-1412.html>

