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Only One! 

¡Solo uno!
By Elizabeth O. Dulemba


Pablo and Maria’s parents finally gave in. “Si, yes, you may have un doméstico, a pet. But only one. Sólo uno.”


“I want a big dog!” Pablo said. “Yo quiero un perro grande.”

“I want a little cat!” Maria said. “Yo quiero un pequeño gato.”

“Sólo uno,” their padres said.


“You can’t play fetch with un pequeño gato,” Pablo said.


“Un perro grande won’t fit in your bed at night,” Maria argued.


“What about a goldfish, un pez de colores?” their parents said.


“You can’t take un pequeño gato on a walk,” Pablo said.


“Un perro grande would eat my toys,” Maria replied.


“What about a turtle, una tortuga?” their parents said.


By the time they left for the animal shelter, Pablo and Maria still hadn’t worked it out or decidido.


“You can still change your minds, y’know,” their parents said.


Pablo and Maria rolled their eyes.


When they got to the animal shelter, Pablo went straight to the pen with los perros grandes.


Maria went straight to el corral with los gatos pequeños.


But in the middle pen, el medio corral, something caught their eye. A medium sized dog, un perro de tamaño mediano, wagged its tail happily. Pablo and Maria refused to look.


Pablo played with the big dogs. He ignored the drool and the extra large pooper scooper in the corner and gasped, “Un perro grande would be so much fun!”


Maria tried to play with the little cats, but they ignored her as she insisted, “Un pequeño gato would be so cuddly.”


Finally, they both looked to el perro en el corral de media and decided to say “Hola.”


El medio perro jumped into their arms and licked their chins.


“I bet he’d like to play fetch,” Pablo said.


“I think he would fit in my bed at night,” Maria replied.


“This one! ¡Este!” Pablo and Maria said together. 


All the way home to their casa, they loved on their new perro and hugged him tight...


And argued over what name, que nombre, to give him.

the end


