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Purpose:

Intolerance is a big topic these days. In a culture riddled with bullying, prejudice and bias, children who seem a little different from the norm often fall victim. Sometimes these are children with gay tendencies, sometimes they are children with artistic or creative hearts. No matter what they are, it’s become apparent a large portion of our society is struggling to be treated fairly. One of the best ways to affect change is to let children know that love is the only way forward, no matter how challenging the path may be. With “T-Rex in a Dress” I hope to draw attention to the alienation many children feel and showcase how finding support from one’s family and one’s tribe can mean everything. It’s a fun story with a deep core that will, I hope, speak to some kids who really need it.

Current Comparable Titles:

BRONTORINA by James Howe (Candlewick, 2010)

DOGS DON’T DO BALLET by Anna Kemp (Simon & Schuster, 2010)

MY PRINCESS BOY by Cheryl Kilodavis (Aladdin, 2010)

10,000 DRESSES by Marcus Ewert (Seven Stories Press, 2008)

THE DIFFERENT DRAGON by Jennifer Bryan (Two Lives Publishing, 2006)

THE BOY WHO CRIED FABULOUS by Lesléa Newman (Tricycle Press, 2004)

OLIVER BUTTON IS A SISSY by Tomie dePaola (Sandpiper, 1979)

“T-Rex in a Dress” brings its own mesozoic angle to the subject of being oneself. It’s about understanding and acceptance, both for children and their families. It’s about finding one’s tribe (or dinosaur pack) by focusing not on where you don’t fit in, but by embracing where you do. 

Problem:

Intolerance often leads to bullying. There is a need for books that promote acceptance of children who march to a different drummer...

According to the American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, close to half of all children will experience school bullying at some point while they are at primary or secondary school. At least 10 percent of children are bullied regularly. Child bullying is a serious problem in schools around the country, and it can be very harmful, long term, to children. Child bullying teaches them to take a certain view of what is normal in relationships with other people, and it can also damage their own self-image in ways that can affect them for life. Children who are bullied can be stunted emotionally and socially, as well as see their schoolwork suffer. In some cases, serious depression and attempted suicide can result from childhood bullying.
 

Research:

This year, over 13 million American kids will be bullied, making it the most common form of violence young people in the U.S. experience.

Many children and teens are regular victims of bullying, which can lead to serious emotional scarring and problems with the victim's self-esteem and self-image. Correcting these behaviors before they start or get out of hand are important for parents and educators to keep in mind.

• 20% of self-identified gay and bisexual men knew that they were gay or bisexual in junior high school, and 17% said they knew in grade school.

Sexual orientation is usually determined by adolescence, if not earlier, and there is no valid scientific evidence that sexual orientation can be changed.

Impact:

Bullying can have serious effects on children who are bullied. These children are more likely than their peers to be depressed, lonely, and anxious; have low self-esteem; feel unwell; have more migraine headaches; and think about suicide.

Rivers has looked at the effects of homophobic bullying on young gays and lesbians and found that more than half considered suicide because of aggression at school, and that 40% of that group had actually tried to kill themselves; three-quarters of these had tried to kill themselves more than once.

Boys who were identified as bullies in middle school were four times as likely as their nonbullying peers to have more than one criminal conviction by age 24.

Nine out of 10 LGBT students (86.2%) experienced harassment at school; three-fifths (60.8%) felt unsafe at school because of their sexual orientation; and about one-third (32.7%) skipped a day of school in the past month because of feeling unsafe.

Personal Stories:

“As a creative soul, I rarely fit into the accepted norms when I was a child. I was often teased for dressing oddly or expressing myself in strange ways. Luckily, I had a supportive family and was able to write off the teasing with the comment ‘I’m an artist.’ But not all children are as lucky as I was. And teasing hurts, no matter the reason.”

– Elizabeth O. Dulemba, author/illustrator of “T-Rex in a Dress” 

“I coach a group of middle school girls. One day, after a competition, a student who had done poorly told me she “felt like such a faggot for messing up.” I was floored—as was she when I gently told her the word was offensive and asked her to pick another. She struggled to come up with a synonym. I was glad to correct her, but sad to know the word was such a casual, everyday part of her—and probably many of her classmates’— vocabulary.”

– Jackson Pearce, author of PURITY, SISTERS RED, SWEETLY, and FATHOMLESS

“I support anyone who wants to do a book to appeal to GLBTQ kids - there are still so few out there and it's very important for children to have books like that to read...sometimes a publisher will do something because it's the right thing to do...”

– Sarah Brannen, author/illustrator of UNCLE BOBBY’S WEDDING

“I played dress up all the time as a child (quelle surprise, right?) and it wasn’t until I was about 10 or 11 that I started getting the “you need to grow out of this phase” looks from the family.   The only thing I grew out of…the dresses that my Grandmother had made for my mother and aunt!” 

– Russell Potter (friend)

“I know how powerful it felt when I found my gay tribe, and then again my children's literature tribe...” 

– Lee Wind, creator of the blog “I’m Here, I’m Queer, What the Hell Do I Read?”

Support:

Recently, there has been an outpouring of celebrity and public support to stop bullying among children and especially against gay children. New websites, new organizations and the movie “Bully” all point to this being a good time for a book like “T-Rex in a Dress.” Here are just a few of the organizations that might support this book...

· Kids Against Bullying: http://allaboutbulliesbigandsmall.com/
· glaad (words and images matter): http://www.glaad.org
· Pacer Center’s Kids Against Bullying: http://www.pacerkidsagainstbullying.org/
· It Gets Better Project: http://www.itgetsbetter.org/
· PLFAG: Parents, Familes, & Friends of Lesbian and Gays http://pflag.org
· True Colors Fund <http://www.truecolorsfund.org/>
· Give A Damn Campaign: http://wegiveadamn.org
· Movie: Bully
I’ve also spoken to two children’s booksellers, including one who was the former head of the ABC (now the ABA - American Booksellers Association) who said they would carry it.

Target Market(s):

·  any parent concerned about bullying
·  the parents of children who are a outside the norm for whatever reason
·  the parents of children going through gender identity issues
·  children, ages 4 and up (comparable titles also cover this age range)
·  teachers dealing with bullying issues in their classrooms
·  homosexual adults (awareness and gifting)
Supportive Marketing

• Offer free discussion guides to walk parents or therapists through talking about “T-Rex in a Dress” with kids.

• Offer teacher guides on integrating “T-Rex in a Dress” into Stop Bullying lesson plans.

Why Free Spirit Publishing:

Free Spirit is famous for taking on hard issues with books on anti-bullying, social behavior, and social issues. Therefore, Free Spirit is the absolutely right publishing house to take on “T-Rex in a Dress.”

Potential Companion Title:

While “T-Rex in a Dress” is targeted towards boys, a second title could be targeted towards girls - making a companion set that would work well in school and therapeutic environments. It would also widen the market by branding the books as a thematic series.

Platform:

I am an award-winning author/illustrator with fifteen books to my credit over ten years and I love to give back to the community that supports me. As the Illustrator Coordinator for SCBWI Southern Breeze, I have established gallery shows, our annual Illustrators' Day, and was awarded the 2009 SCBWI National Volunteer Scholarship. As a Board Member of the Georgia Center for the Book, I helped create the inaugural "25 Books All Young Georgians Should Read" list. I speak regularly at schools, conferences, and events, and teach "Creating Picture Books" at various venues (where my books are always available for purchase). I also taught Beginning and Advanced Illustration as an Adjunct Professor at the University of Georgia. I created one of the very first picture book apps back in 2009, LULA’S BREW, which was downloaded over 10,000 times. My latest picture book, THE 12 DAYS OF CHRISTMAS IN GEORGIA has sold over 10,000 copies and goes through a strong launch/sales drive every Christmas. I have a combined following of over 2,000 friends on facebook (fan and personal pages), nearly 2,000 followers on twitter, and 643 people are subscribed to my RSS feed. My "Coloring Page Tuesdays" images garner over 1.5 million visitors to my website each year and I have over 3,000 subscribers to my weekly newsletter - in which I advertise my books every week. I also regularly host blog tours for other authors, all of whom would be willing to host me back.

Relevant Awards:

2010: Soap, soap, soap named to the “25 Books All Young Georgians Should Read” list

2009: SCBWI Magazine Merit Award winner - National Volunteer Scholarship to attend LA conference

2008: Bronze Medal - Moonbeam Children’s Book Award for Paco and the Giant Chile Plant

2008: iParenting Media Awards Outstanding Product for 2008, Ready for the Day!

2008: Association of Booksellers for Children's Top Title For Back to School, Ready for the Day!

2008: Highlights Magazine, illustrator of the month, April 2008

2007: 76th Annual Writer's Digest Magazine Writing Competition, Honorable Mention, “Queen Bea”

2007: SmartWriters.com Grand Prize W.I.N.NER for illustration, “Lula’s Brew”

2006: Honorable Mention, picture book story, “Queen Bea,” in the SCBWI Southern-Breeze writing competition

2006: “Illustrator of the Month” at www.childrensillustrators.com 

2006: Honorable Mention, picture book story, “Queen Bea,” in the Storydynamics - “Finding Ease” competition

2006: “The Prince’s Diary” named No.1 2006 Valentine’s Day Pick by Book Sense (Indiebound)

2004: Featured Artist, SCBWI (Society of Children’s Book Writers and Illustrators)

Conclusion:

I think “T-Rex in a Dress” would find a strong market in today’s book climate, both among concerned parents and in the homosexual community. And it might help a child and his or her family through a tough time towards understanding, acceptance, and support.
� Bullying Statistics - http://www.bullyingstatistics.org/content/child-bullying.html


� The Bully Project - https://www.facebook.com/bullymovie/info


� Bullying Statistics - http://www.bullyingstatistics.org/content/facts-on-bullying.html


� Sexuality Information and Education Council of the US (SIECUS), Dec. 2004: Borngay.procon.org <� HYPERLINK "http://borngay.procon.org/view.answers.php?questionID=000014" ��http://borngay.procon.org/view.answers.php?questionID=000014�>


� David Satcher, MD, PhD, former US Surgeon General in his July 9, 2001 report titled "The Surgeon General's Call to Action to Promote Sexual Health and Responsible Sexual Behavior."


� Education.com - http://www.education.com/reference/article/Ref_Scope_Impact/?page=2


� Dr. Ian Rivers, a senior lecturer in social psychology at York, St John College in England


� Education.com - http://www.education.com/reference/article/Ref_Scope_Impact/?page=2


� GLSEN National School Climate Survey 2009 <http://www.thetrevorproject.org/suicide-resources/warning-signs>






